
BLOOD DONATION DURING
CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK



National newspapers in Nepal and blood banks have reported cancelation of blood donation events leading to 
blood shortage in and outside of Kathmandu valley. With social distancing measures, folks are weary of 
organizing events. But the need for blood is constant and we need folks who are healthy to continue 

donating. 

Coronavirus and Blood donations 
Safety Protocol Document



Statement from AABB on blood 
transfusion and coronavirus
(dated March 6, 2020)

According to AABB’s statement, “Individuals are not at risk of 

contracting COVID-19 through the blood donation process or via 

a blood transfusion, since respiratory viruses are generally not 

known to be transmitted by donation or transfusion. The U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration continues to report that there have 

been no reported or suspected cases of transfusion-transmitted 

COVID-19 to date.”

http://www.aabb.org/advocacy/regulatorygovernment/Pages/Statement-on-Coronavirus-and-Blood-Donation.aspx


Safety Protocol

Based on the protocol followed and 

shared by American Red Cross, 

here are our recommendations for 

conducting blood donation events 

safely in Nepal. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/dlp/coronavirus--covid-19--and-blood-donation.html


Safety measures for blood bank medical team:

Use gloves throughout the donation 
program and sanitize their hands after 
handling every donor. 

1. Using Gloves



Temperature checks before presenting donors 
enter the blood drive or donation center.

Anybody with a temperature above 100.4 
degrees should be sent home.

Conduct donor mini-physicals to ensure donors 
are healthy. Those not deemed healthy should 
be respectfully asked to not enter the donation 
area. Donors with respiratory symptoms and 

who have traveled in the last 14 days should be 
deferred for a later date.  

3. Mini-physicals2. Temperature check



4. Wipe down donor-touched areas after every collection



Use sterile collection sets for every donation. 

Prepare the arm for donation with aseptic scrub. 

Disinfect the equipments before and after every 

donation.

6. Disinfect equipments5. Using Sterile collection sets 



Space donation chairs, where 

possible, to follow social distancing 

practices between donors

7. Social Distancing



Safety measures for donors 

and 

organizers (for off site camps)



Organizers should provide 
hand sanitizer for donor use 

before entering and as 
needed 

Provide Sanitizer

Everyone should sanitize 
their hands before the start 

of the blood donation 
process 

Sanitize hands

Donors are recommended 
to wear masks if possible 

during their donation 
process.

Wear Mask



THANK YOU


